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AXIS OF EVIL MAPPING NEWSLETTER #8 OF 2020 – September and part of October 

INTRODUCTION 

 The corona virus continues to devastate the world. While most of us are focused on our local reality, we 
need to keep in mind that this is a global epidemic, affecting all countries in the world – not just the USA or Western 
Europe. I have received recent communications noting severity of infection in Armenia, Czech Republic, and 
Ecuador – countries that do not normally loom large on news media cycles. I‟m afraid that the nature of this virus 
will necessitate comments about exceptional situations. For example, the infection rate in the American state of 
Iowa is 19% positive. That‟s right, folks; I‟m not making this up.  

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CANADIANS AND AMERICANS? 

 We speak the same language, more or less, and share a common geographic entity, the North American 
continent. There is, for example, no river or mountain range separating the two countries except in the area of the 
Great Lakes, just a line surveyed more than a century ago for thousands of kilometers. The attitudes of Canadians, 
generally speaking, differ dramatically from those of the Americans, most notably perhaps in approaches to guns 
and gun control and to peaceful governance. I recently received an email from one of our Axis supporters 
containing 40 hilarious photos that synopsize the differences between Canadians and Americans without being 
snide or mean. The photos are too extensive to include in this newsletter, but if you write me at jack@itmb.com, I‟ll 
forward you the 40 photos. Here are a few examples in written format: 

1. Sign outside of a motel in northern Canada – Pet Friendly except bears, won‟t make that mistake again! 
2. 700 Canadian doctors protest salary raises, say, „We are paid too much‟ (news article about Quebec) 
3. Red baseball hat with label saying Canada Already Great, eh! 
4. Police officers taking a photo of a dachshund dog dressed in a cute Mountie costume 
5. A photo of more than a dozen police officers meditating yoga fashion before they start their day‟s shift 
6. A notice from the postal carrier to explain why he couldn‟t drop off a package: Bear at the front door 
7. A Canadian flag draped in front of the statue of Lord Stanley in Vancouver‟s iconic Stanley Park, with a 

sign taped to the granite column advising “Happy Canada Day (we will come back tomorrow and take down 
our flag)”. Needless to say, the flag was still in place the next day. 

8. People in Toronto made up a memorial for a raccoon hit by a tram on a busy city street (and yes, Toronto is 
one of the few North American cities with an extensive „street car‟ network) 

9. A sign posted on a trail in a wilderness-like area: „This pathway is not lit and not monitored‟. A second sign 
is posted immediately below saying just one word – Sorry. 

10. Finally, two pictures of Canada Geese waiting at an intersection for the lights to change and traffic to stop, 
then waddling sedately across the intersection, keeping within the white lines for pedestrians 

We need to remind ourselves every so often that the world is not really going to hell in a breadbasket; it just 
seems that way when so much is going wrong and Lord knows that there is a lot going wrong at the moment. If we 
can‟t laugh at ourselves, or see humour without rancor, it‟s time to step back, take a deep breath or two, and reflect 
on the good things in life. Hug your kids or your cat. Chill! There is a wealth of humour in the world. 

FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2020 

 Frankfurt Book Fair has been cancelled for 2020 (news as of September 8
th
) as an in-person show. The fair 

is being held virtually, but not in person. ITMB plans on participating virtually. Just how this will work is still to be 
determined, but this entire situation is merely one more adjustment we all must make in this era of Covid. 

TWO MEMORABLE EVENTS 

 September recorded two remarkable events in the life of ITMB. First, ITMB passed the 40
th
 anniversary of 

its founding, having first opened as a retail store in September, 1980. A year ago, we had discussed with Marc 
Craenen the idea of a bit of a splash at FBF to celebrate, but Covid stopped that idea cold! Regardless, few family-
run businesses survive for four decades, especially under the same ownership, so hats off to ITMB! 
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 The second occasion that impacts ITMB is Lan‟s official passing into theoretical retirement, having reached 
65 years of age in late September. She celebrated by coming in to work for a normal nine-hour shift! Actually, she 
has two ages. By Vietnamese counting, the first year of birth counts as year one, based on the date of birth. After 
one year, one enters year two. Western societies do the opposite; one does not become one until after completing 
the first year. So she is 65 in Canada and 66 in Vietnam. Regardless, best wishes to hard-working Lan! 

REFLECTIONS ON PRODUCTIVE ACTIVITIES DURING A COVID EPIDEMIC 

 We‟re all stressed out. We can‟t travel, and in many parts of the world, can‟t even enjoy social interaction 
with close family members. Social distancing is becoming a way of life, as is mask-wearing in public. We are getting 
used to a new reality – one where going to a restaurant is not possible, where sporting events occur without fans in 
the stands (if functioning at all), where ice hockey is conducted in a „bubble‟ created in Edmonton and in Toronto, 
and where staying at home is now a way of life. What are we doing to keep active, keep mentally aware, and sane? 

 The reality in North America, apart from gaining weight, is to indulge in home-based activities. A lot of 
houses are being repainted inside and out this year, patios are being built, renovated, or altered, and millions of 
people are learning how to cook. Amazon, of course, is going bananas trying to keep up with on-line shopping. 
Exercise equipment is in short supply. Netflicks and similar streaming outlets are seeing record increases as an 
entire continent settles down to watching a movie during the evening hours. Video games for kids can‟t keep up 
with demand. Reading of books, or at least the purchase of books, is way up. Hobbies are being rediscovered or 
newly formed. 

 One such hobby is stamp collecting, which is related to travel, so pertinent for this newsletter. Every firm 
involved in selling stamps to collectors has reported two realities – hearing from former customers after a lapse of 
some years, and greatly increased sales. Generally speaking, stamp collecting is an affordable hobby, requiring 
little more than an interest in a particular country or theme and a desire to collect. There are literally millions of 
stamps in the one to two dollar price range, and collectors of stamps are generally attracted to the hobby by an 
attachment to geography, culture, and history – the same reasons people travel. 

 Affixing stamps to letters/parcels to denote payment made for transmission from sender to receiver began 
in 1840, in Britain, and quickly spread to all countries in the world. It also attracted entrepreneurs who developed 
businesses out of buying inventory in bulk and selling to individuals, much in the manner of a bookstore or a map 
store. Such men were called dealers, the most famous of whom was Stanley Gibbons, whose business survives to 
this day on the Strand in central London. The longest operating dealer in world history is, or was until he passed 
away, Kasimir Bileski, of Winnipeg, Manitoba, but there are thousands of dealers and millions of collectors 
exploring the world via little pieces of paper. In the era of Covid, this is a hobby keeping travel interest alive! 

A POSSIBLE PLAN FOR RE-OPENING TRAVEL 

 Brazil has an island archipelago off its northeastern coast called Fernando de Noronha. It has re-opened 
tourism to this popular resort destination series of islands, but only to those who can prove that they have 
contracted Covid-19 and recovered. In other words, if one can produce a health clearance in writing proving that 
they have recovered, entry is allowed. Now, this isn‟t perfect, because there is no evidence to prove that anyone 
recovering from the virus is immune to it, but evidence to date indicates a strong likelihood that a recovered patient 
is immune for at least three months, and may be for longer. The virus is still too new for longer-term data to be 
available. There are a few cases now appearing of re-infected individuals, but these are rare. The move by Brazil 
does, however, offer a path forward. For years, health officials around the world have issued Immunization Cards to 
those inoculated against a variety of diseases. This could be expanded to include Covid-19, once a vaccine has 
proven effective. 
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MAPS IN THE ERA OF COVID 

 As might be expected, electronic maps are booming during the era we are passing through. Some of them 
are harmlessly silly, such as the one of Europe noting the most common surname in each country of Europe, or the 
largest city in each country in Europe (invariably the capital, unless you consider Turkey to be part of Europe, and 
in that case, Istanbul is much larger than Ankara). Others are very economically oriented, such as the one I‟ve seen 
noting median wages in each US state. The map least likely to amaze was the one I saw compiling the number of 
guns in civilian hands in each country. Not at all surprisingly, the USA recorded the highest number per capita; in 
fact, Americans sling around more guns in the hands of non-police/non-military individuals than the rest of the world 
combined! The USA also, not surprisingly, has the highest murder rate by guns. 

 There is a web site you can check out called 100 Maps that portrays –wait for it – a hundred different maps 
individuals have created out of (I suspect) sheer boredom during the past few months. Many rely on data pre-
Covid, but some are quite informative. For example: 

1. Which country consumes the most alcohol each year? The answer is Belarus, at 17.6 liters per capita. I 
would have picked Russia, myself. The Americans spend the most on alcohol, by the way. 

2. What countries in the world do NOT follow the metric system? There are only two – the USA and Liberia, 
now that Burma/Myanmar has introduced the system originally created by Napoleon in his diverse empire. 
There are many countries that have only partly introduced metrification, such as the UK, which baulked at 
changing the pint to the litre, and Canada that still insists on measuring weights in pounds and heights in 
Imperial feet and inches, but generally speaking the economy works on metric, except for Canadian lumber 
exports – a two by four is still Imperial measurement! 

3. Tourism dollars spent on travel, by country (2017 figures, as 2020 figures are close to zero): The USA is 
number 1 by a large margin, with $211 billion spent. Spain is second at a relatively small $68 billion, 
followed by France at $61 billion, the UK at $51 billion, Thailand at $57 billion, and Australia at $42 billion. 
Canada is way down the line, at $20 billion. 

4. What are the most peaceful countries on earth? It should be no surprise that Canada, Iceland, Australia, 
New Zealand, Japan, Ireland, and Switzerland top the list. 

5. Another map shows the wealthiest nations on earth: again, Canada, Australia, France, Iceland, Norway, 
and Japan top the list, with the USA and a bunch of other countries following at a lower level. 

6. Another map records the number of billionaires in the world, by country (2018 figures). Not surprisingly, the 
USA is number one by a large number, at 585. China is number 2, with 373, followed by Germany with 
123, India with 119, and, surprisingly, Saudi Arabia with 12. Collectively by region, South East Asia has the 
most billionaires; North America drops into third place as a region, as accumulation of wealth shifts to Asia. 

7. Finally, some bright spark with too much time on his hands located all the land-locked countries in the 
world (42), including the only two double-landlocked countries (Liechtenstein and Uzbekistan) that are 
themselves surrounded by landlocked countries. 

INTERESTING FACT TO DROP INTO DINNER CONVERSATION THIS EVENING 

 Only 25% of Africa has internet access. If that doesn‟t provoke a reaction, nothing will! (2016 figures) 

ITMB HOURS OF OPENING 

 Johnny and Kenzie are back at school! Hooray! Not only are they thrilled to be inter-acting with kids their 
own age, their parents are able to resume a normal work day. That means that ITMB is now open from 9:30 to 5:00 
Monday to Friday, with Linh and Phuong operating the business, and by appointment on weekends. I am still the 
designated picker-upper after school, but at least am now in the office until 2:00. Lan is here at all hours! Hours are 
subject to change if the virus situation worsens. 
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YOU KNOW YOU’RE GROWING OLD WHEN…. 

 Grandchildren are fun to have around, because you never know when something profound is going to pop 
out, like yesterday when Kenzie unexpectedly announced that Moms are best because they take care of you. Hard 
to refute that solecism! Johnny recently asked how I charged my IPad when I was young. After reminding him that I 
didn‟t actually have an IPad even now, I noted that we did not have IPads when I was young. In fact, we did not 
have computers. A look of horror came over his face. „How did you survive?!!!‟ We played outside. „What‟s 
outside?‟ When I pointed out the window, he said „Oh, I thought it was some video game I‟ve never heard of!‟ 

WORK IN PROGRESS - all sellers/librarians please note 

 During the current public health crisis, travel is limited. Internal travel from one country of Europe to another 
appears to be opening up, as is recreational travel within Canada. Generally speaking, international travel is still 
extremely limited, and this state will probably continue for the rest of 2020 and much of 2021. 

 This places a real and very, practical constraint on every map publishing house. ITMB, as of October, 
2020, has ample inventory of almost all of the titles traditionally carried as part of our publishing line, and continues 
to expand our line by issuing brand new titles. However, we are receiving regular orders that are depleting that 
inventory, albeit slowly. The following titles are under development, with our best guess as to the future: 

Atlantic Canada – The four Atlantic provinces of Canada constitute a regional reality for the country. New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland/Labrador have always existed as an entity, 
enhanced today by a travel „bubble‟ in the era of Covid. Residents of the region can travel freely within the „bubble‟ 
of the four provinces. ITMB used to have a map of this region, and is pleased to be close to re-releasing an 
updated version in the spring of 2021, subject to the ability to travel safely. 

Amsterdam and Holland – The city of Amsterdam is one of the most touristic cities in Europe. It is also special to 
me, as I lived on Singel canal for a summer as a young man and had the opportunity to explore the city in depth. 
Like many cities, Amsterdam is evolving into a more pedestrian-friendly city, with an increasing number of streets in 
the city centre closed off to vehicular traffic. As part of our long-term plan to gradually expand ITMB‟s coverage of 
Europe, a new edition of Amsterdam is long overdue. The other side of the sheet is a complete coverage of the 
country. Regardless, this map is currently scheduled for release during 2021, depending on travel safety. 

Burkina Faso and Niger – This title is out of print and in the process of being updated and changed into Burkina 
Faso and West Africa, a double-sided map that should prove to be more useful for travelers visiting this part of 
Africa. Niger has already been updated and released as Niger and Nigeria, a more logical combination. Due in 
2021. 

Cape Town and the Garden Route – This is a title we have wanted to do for years. South Africa, as a country, has 
stumbled badly since ZANU took over the reins of power. However, things seem to be getting better touristically, so 
we have started developing a new double-sided map of one of the most touristic parts of southern Africa. The city 
side artwork is almost completed, and we are working on the southern coastline of South Africa at the moment. 
Again, due to Covid concerns and travel restrictions, this title will not be published until times are better. We‟ll hope 
for mid-2021, but this is out of our hands. The virus rules our lives at the moment. 

Cyprus – This is a popular European travel destination. We spent two weeks here a couple of years ago and felt 
that ITMB could produce a better map than any we could find. The country has a troubled modern history, and finds 
itself divided into two semi-hostile portions. The southern two-thirds are what used to be „British‟ Cyprus and is now 
the remaining portion of the EU country called Cyprus. It is prosperous, part of the EU, and very touristically 
attractive, basically Greek as a population. The northern third is known as Turkish-controlled Cyprus and results 
from a Turkish invasion over 30 years ago and is predominately Turkish populated. It is an interesting, if somewhat 
less prosperous, part of the island of Cyprus. One can travel between the two portions. Left to themselves, the two 
portions dividing the island would probably have reached an accommodation years ago, but the island has become 
one of those enigmas wrapped in a puzzle that defies solution. Regardless, we were fascinated by our time spent 
there and are gradually creating a map that we hope will portray both sides of a lovely island positively. Man‟s 
reach must exceed his grasp, else what‟s a heaven for, eh? Due sometime in 2021. 
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Dubrovnik and the Croatian Coast- We were privileged to participate in a ten-day cruise from Porec to Dubrovnik 
and found it to be such a wonderful learning experience that we wanted to create the perfect map of this wonderful 
area. Covid has enabled us to concentrate on developing new titles, and mapping Dubrovnik has been a real treat. 
As with all brand new titles, this one will be ready when it is ready, and not a day sooner. Due in 2021. 

Everest – The current ITMB map of Mount Everest is out of print for now. Rather than just reprinting it, we have 
decided to re-work the sheet into a double-sided map, called Everest and the Himalayas, for release in 2021. As no 
one can climb the mountain until 2021 at the earliest, printing the artwork will be delayed, but it is ready to go to 
press. We hope to release this newly-updated edition in mid-2021, Order Himalayas for now. 

France North Road and Rail Map – As is evident from its title, this is yet another example of ITMB expanding its 
range of more detailed mapping coverage of Europe, with an emphasis on rail travel. All the road information is still 
present, but we have placed improved emphasis on both the rapid-rail and regular-rail lines now available in 
France. The network of high-speed train lines continues to expand in France, as in other European countries, to 
transform travel in the continent, and the network of regular train coverage is being more attractively priced by a 
government unable to keep expanding airports for short flights. ITMB already has a road/rail map of Southern 
France, so this will complement that effort. Due in 2021, depending on when it will be safe to travel again. 

Georgia and Tbilisi – The Caucasus region has been volatile ever since the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1989. 
ITMB first published a map of the Caucasus region in the mid-1990s, noting various breakaway mini-
states/autonomous regions and the fracturing of the region into mutually hostile nation states. As a result, it is very 
difficult to map a country like Georgia accurately. How does one portray the various autonomous regions? What is 
the correct border between Georgia and its neighbouring states? How can one prepare a map of Georgia without 
including parts of Russia, Turkey, and Azerbaijan? One might as well ask „What is the sound of one hand 
clapping?‟ Regardless, as time passes, new digital data comes to our attention, and tourism sorts out the worst 
excesses of political diatribe. The time has come to prepare a detailed map of Georgia as it is today without 
combining it with artwork covering neighbouring states as an integral part of the artwork. Thus, Lan is working on a 
detailed map of the country on one side, and a first-ever detailed map of Tbilisi on the second side. We had 
planned to visit Georgia in 2019, but delayed the trip due to difficult flight arrangements. Now, of course, we wish 
we hadn‟t as it is much more impossible to visit Georgia today than a year ago. Regardless, the development of 
artwork into a final map is the work of months of effort, and we have to look to the future and a time when travel will 
be easier. In the meantime, ITMB publishes an excellent map of Georgia combined with Armenia, another country 
we would love to visit. We are not expecting Georgia to be completed before mid-2021 and release will depend 
upon Covid, as always. 

Japan Central – A new title for ITMB, centred on Tokyo to Osaka to Hiroshima, scheduled for October, 
2020. See below for details.0 

Mount Fuji, Japan, and Region – This is a new title for ITMB, covering one of the best-known mountains in the 
world and enhancing our series of famous mountains of the planet. One side will focus on the mountain itself, with 
its trails and accommodations, while the other side will provide great detail of the surrounding prefectures west of 
Tokyo. This title is at press already, but scheduled for release in October. See below. 

Russia’s Heritage Cities – The current edition is out of inventory and consideration of a fresh edition suspended 
until travel to the central portion of Russia is more safely accomplished. The heartland of Russia is known as „the 
Rus‟, covering a relatively compact geographic area centred on seven heritage cities – the Golden Ring. Russia 
has been particularly hard-hit by the virus, so at the moment, travel to that country is extremely risky. This may 
change if their newly-announced vaccine proves effective, but at the moment, we are pausing this title. 

Slovakia and Hungary – Inventory of this title has sold out. We are re-working this title into a brand new double 
sided map called Slovakia and Bratislava, with the country filling one side and an excellent city map being on the 
opposite side of the sheet, for release sometime in 2021. Hungary and Budapest was released in 2019. 
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Solomon Islands – For some unknown reason, this particular map seems to be selling better at the moment than 
any of our Pacific Ocean island maps. We still have inventory in stock, but Lan is happily re-working this map into a 
double-sided one with some sort of Pacific Ocean map on the reverse. Like most such titles, this one is a work in 
progress and will be completed when it is finished, and not a day earlier! It will not, however, be sent to press until 
travel generally becomes safe again. 

Spain North Rail and Road – This will be a brand new title for ITMB, covering the entire northern half of Spain in 
detail from Madrid north to the French border, focusing on the opportunities for rail travel; scheduled for release in 
October, 2020. We are also working on a separate map doing the same for Southern Spain. Watch this space! 

Surinam – This title is out of stock indefinitely. We hope to re-release it in 2021, depending on safe travel 
provisions. 

Tofino and Vancouver Island South Half – This will be a brand new recreationally-oriented title for ITMB. Tofino 
is the westernmost end (or starting point) of the Trans-Canada Highway, an epic undertaking that has bound 
together Canada as a nation. It is also the western terminus of the famous Trans-Canada Hiking Trail, the longest 
such trail in the world. This will expand recreational exploration for BC The Tofino side will include Uceulit, the 
Broken Islands group, and the Port Alberni region. The other side will feature all of the southern half of Vancouver 
Island, noting all attractions, back roads, and camping areas. This came back from press early, so is available in 
October. See below for details. 

Yosemite National Park and Central California – Travel within the USA continues to flourish despite the era of 
Covid. ITMB has created a growing range of „thematic‟ maps covering well-known travel destinations inside the 
USA (Florida Keys, Grand Canyon, Hawaii, Route 66, and Yellowstone NP being examples). Central California is 
blessed with a mountainous region on its eastern side called Yo-sem-ite (with the emphasis on the middle syllable 
and the last e pronounced as if it were a double ee. I note this because the current President of the USA made a 
speech wherein he mis-pronounced the name of one of America‟s primary travel destinations repeatedly). The park 
is the second most-travelled-to national park in the USA. Our artwork is almost complete, but we will hold back on 
printing it until the early summer of 2021, as it is closed during the winter months.  

Zambia and Southeastern Africa – This will be an updated and re-worked double-sided version of our existing 
Zambia map, with the country filling one side, along with detailed city insets, and the other side showing the country 
in relation to its neighbours to the south and east, adding considerable value to this popular central/southern 
African country travel destination. It has been printed and will be available in the fall of 2020, replacing copies of our 
current edition, which has sold out. Please order Zambia using the current ISBN for now. 

NEW RELEASES FOR OCTOBER, 2020. 

Japan Central Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2021 1:600,000 ISBN 9781771293907 UPC 817712939074 
$13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – This is a brand new title for ITMB, a double-sided map covering the „core‟ regions 
of Japan most visited by tourists exploring Japan. Side 1 covers from Tokyo north to Sendai/Nigata and west to 
Nagoya. Side two covers part of Japan as far as Hiroshima, with insets of the Osaka/Kobe and Kyoto/Nara regions. 
Naturally, all touristic attractions are noted. AVAILABLE 

Mount Fuji/Kanto & Chubu Region Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2021 1:65,000/1:600,000 13.95cdn/us E9.50 
8.95GBP - The volcanic cone of Mount Fuji is Japan‟s most popular touristic attraction. Located a short train ride 
west of Tokyo, Fuji attracts millions of visitors each year. Side 1 focuses on the mountain itself, showing rail 
connections, surrounding towns, roads on the lower slopes, hiking trails, and accommodations close to the summit. 
Side 2 shows the overall region from Tokyo to Nagoya and north to Nigata. This is a brand new ITMB title. 
AVAILABLE 
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Spain North Rail and Road Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2021 1:700,000 ISBN 9781771297226 UPC 
817712972262 $13,95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – Spain is the most visited travel destination in Europe, but no one 
has published a rail map of the country – until now. This map covers the northern half of the country from Barcelona 
to Santiago de Compostela and as far south as Madrid/Toledo. Side 1 concentrates on the northeastern portion of 
Spain and Side 2 on the northwestern area and the far north of Portugal. The emphasis is on train travel, but all 
roads and physical features are included, as well as museums, camping spots, and major attractions. A separate 
map covering the southern half of Spain is in preparation. This is a brand new map for ITMB. AVAILABLE 

Tofino & Southern Vancouver Island Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2021 1:47,000/1:200,000 ISBN 
9781771298001 UPC 81771298014 $11.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – Vancouver Island is one of the marvels of 
tourism in Canada. It is, in fact, so big that it needs to be explored in sections to reach its full potential. Tofino is the 
westernmost town on the island and is home to the great Pacific fleet of fishing boats. It is also the westernmost leg 
of the ten thousand kilometer-long Trans-Canada Highway, and the beginning of the Trans-Canada National Hiking 
Trail. Side 1 concentrates on the immediate surrounds of Tofino, Seven-Mile Beach, and Kennedy Lake. Side 2 
covers the southern half of the large island, from Victoria north to Courtenay, and includes the Broken Islands 
region off the west coast, the West Coast Hiking Trail, Cathedral Grove old growth forest, the Gulf Islands, and all 
the ferry connections with Vancouver and various islands, as well as all the Backroads logging roads that are the 
main way to explore the interior of wonderful Vancouver Island. AVAILABLE 

NEW RELEASES SEPTEMBER, 2020 

 Throughout the time of crisis caused by the pandemic, ITMB has continued releasing new artwork, 
either as an update or as a brand new title. The following titles were at press when Covid-19 changed the 
history of the world in January, 2020 and have since been received from re-opened printers.  

Barbados & St. Lucia Travel Reference Map 3
rd

 Ed. 2020 1:38,000/1:45,000 ISBN 9781771290937 UPC 
817712909374 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – Barbados and St. Lucia are adjacent Caribbean islands and are 
touristically important in their own rights, but are also frequently visited on the same cruise trip by a variety of cruise 
ship lines. Saint Lucia fills side 1 as one opens the map, with a comprehensive inset map of Castries, the capital. 
Clusters of resorts abound at Marigot, Rodney Bay, Soufriere, and Vieux Port. A good highway links the far north to 
the far south. The other side of the sheet covers Barbados in fantastic detail, with an excellent inset map of 
Bridgetown, the capital. The island‟s airport is east of the capital, and the focus for resorts is at St. Lawrence Gap, 
on the south coast, with another along the west coast, at Holetown. This island is more gently rolling countryside, 
with several scenic routes through and around the island. We have also included a Ten Top Attractions list. .Both 
islands are loaded with history, attractions, and wonderful weather. AVAILABLE 
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 Ed. 2020 1:350,000/1:650,000 ISBN 
9781771297998 UPC 817712979988 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – The world is changing as a result of a global 
pandemic, and ITMB has to change with it. We wish to keep all of our artwork available, but at a time of greatly 
reduced travel, we have been forced to combine two different countries that share a common border in order to 
justify printing either one. The two countries, Afghanistan and Turkmenistan, do share a common heritage, but a 
very different history. Fiercely independent Afghanistan has been the bane of those wishing to dominate it for 
centuries. Thus, Afghanistan, lovely though it is as a country, is a failed state and unattractive to tourism. ITMB 
Publishes a separate map of the country, and a map of Kabul. The reason for this map is that it is our first ever map 
of just Turkmenistan, a former part of the USSR that broke away in the collapse of the Russian empire in 1990. The 
country has, however, not emerged from the Soviet way of thinking, and is authoritarian in its attitude. It is, 
fortunately, open to travel, and is slowly improving its facilities, so is to be encouraged. The map includes a very 
good inset map of Ashgabat, the capital. We have also added eight Top Attractions, ranging from the World 
Heritage site of Konye to the ancient ruins of Nisa. AVAILABLE 


